Already in the prologue of the Fourth Gospel (FG) the mission of the Son to the world as God's agent is spelled out (1:9,14) and provides a "theolo gical foundation" ' for Jesus' mission. When one reads the FG it is clear that this mission of Jesus forms an integral part of the gospeP. The FG clearly spells out that the objective of this mission was to reveal the heavenly ("above") in an audible, sensible and experiential sense in the world ("below") through Jesus so that people could come to a personal salvatory relationship with him^.
An important theological aspect concerning Jesus' mission is that Jesus came from the "above" to the "below" to live for a while among us {Kal smrjpioaev év vfuv -1'14). Here the phrase éaKrjvuaev év vixïi> indi cates that Jesus did not come to physically stay on earth permanently. His "physical coming" was only temporary. Thus when Jesus departed from this world to return to the heavenly, the revelatory-salvivic work which he had come to initialize on earth would be continued and extended through his disciples.
The assignment given by Jesus to his disciples to continue and extend his mission, which legitimizes discipleship, is spelled out in chapter 17. John 17 can therefore be regarded as the FG's theological discussion of the appointment of Jesus' disciples as his agents in the world and what it comprises (discipleship). In this paper I shall attempt to prove the above statement by providing a hermeneutic, structural, theological and historical discussion of chapter 17 from the perspective of Jesus' mission and discipleship.
A structural and theological analysis of chapter 17"
The numerous proposed outlines for this chapter that have been given by scholars* indicate the lack of agreement amongst scholars with regard to this matter. The following structure analysis represents my interpretation of chapter 17 from the perspective of Jesus' mission in the FG (macro context) and its position in the FG as part of the Last Discourses (micro context). The relationship between the blocks -coherence (i) A parallel mission -the formula for discipleship The mission of Jesus is one of the two main themes in the FG. In blocks A and B the FG indicates that the time has arrived for Jesus to return to the Father. In block C, which contains the climax of ch 17, Jesus appoints his disciples as his agents to continue his divine mission. Jesus refers to his own mission first and then to the mission of his disciples. Both Jesus and his disciples were sent on a mission (ctiroaTeWsip). Chapter 17 indicates that Jesus carried his divine mission to a certain point and then delegated it to his disciples. The significance of the role of the disciples is indicated by the choice of the "agency" concept and the semantic meaning of áiroaTéWeiv by the Fourth Evangelist (FE).
(ii) Block C in relation to Blocks A-A's As indicated above these two blocks (A-A') are concerned with the missio nary work of Jesus. His entire revelatory-salvivic programme has been spelled out -he came to reveal the Father as the "One who sent me" and to save the world from sin. Block A is concerned with the past and present, while block A ' relates to the future of Jesus' missionary work.
Block A : the following words and phrases, and the fact that the verbs used are in the past tense, indicate that Jesus has completed his mission:
éXrjXvOEv if (ip a, vvi> bó^aaóv fxe av, to epyov TeXeiúaa<;. In the accomplishment of his task the Son has glorified the Father, and will continue to do so. He revealed the Father by giving his followers the words given to him by his Father. This revelation was so successfiil that they now knew (believed) that Jesus had been sent by the Father, which constitutes the saving formula in the FG.
Block A This block looks at the successful missionary work of Christ from both a heavenly (C3.42) and an earthly (C3.43-47) perspective. The salvation of men also had eschatological implications. His disciples will be united with him in the "world above" (C3.41) and will see the glory of Jesus from another perspective. Jesus is still involved in this divine mission (C3.460-He will continue to make himself and the Father known to his disciples. These two cola (C3.46f) are a clear reflection of the presence of the Spirit.
(iii) Block C in relation to blocks These two blocks (B-B') are concerned wjth the missionary work of the disciples, which relates to the revelatory-salvivic work of Jesus.
Block B: Because of their relationship with Jesus, they can expect a similar hostile attitude and reaction from the world. The reality is that Jesus' departure is near (C3.22,27) . He has completed his mission, but his dis ciples will remain in the world (C3.21,31). Their master is now sending them into the world (C3.37). The world will hate them (3.30) as it hated Jesus, because they (disciples) remain in the world but are not from the world (C3.30,33). Therefore Jesus prays repeatedly for their preservation (C3.24,32). Block B describes the physical position of the disciples in the world (C3.20-28) and their spiritual position in relation to the world (C3.29-33).
Block B ': Because they, Jesus' disciples, will remain in the world, they are sent out by Jesus to continue his work (C3.37); namely to act in a revela tory-salvivic way (C3.6-15). Jesus wants to continue his work through their unity with him and their unity with one another (C3.40,41). Only by way of such oneness will they be enabled to witness, in order to save the world and prove to it that Jesus was sent by the Father (C3.40,41) to whom he has returned.
(iv) Blocks A-A' in relation to blocks B-B'
From all that has been said and done so far, it seems clear that the origin and character of discipleship in the FG stems from the relationship between the Son and the Father. Discipleship implies a duplication of the Son's mission. It is a model from the "heavenly sphere" which has been copied onto the "earthly sphere" .
There is also progressive historical development in ch 17, which the FG accomplishes through the repeated use of "/cat's" (25x). Time-spatial development also occurs. There is no logical development of thoughts or themes, but rather a reiteration of and elaboration on themes.
Analysing chapter 17 historically from an agency perspective
Once an agent has completed his particular mission he has the authority (given to him by his sender) to appoint other agents to continue and extend his mission. Afterwards he will return to his sender and report on his mission». In chapter 17 we pick up Jesus' actions where he reports to the Father who sent him.
The following is an indication of how Jesus, according to chapter 17, had completed his mission and appointed his disciples as his agents in order to continue and extend his mission. 
vaTTip cic rag xeipag kol o n avo Oeov e^rjXOev Koi vooq tov $edv voáyei").
As a good and respectable agent Jesus reports to the Father«. This he does in the form of the prayer found in chapter 17. The reference to Jesus' report is found in 17:4 "...to epyov TsXeiúaag o SéSuKág /ioi ïpa ■Koírjao)". In anticipation Jesus could say that he has completed the work entrusted to him by the Father*». With this statement Jesus constitutes the basis for his petition for glorification. The work that the Son has accom plished in obedience to and love for his Father included the event on the cross (see 10:18; 14:31). Therefore, on the cross Jesus can comprehen sively say: TereXfiarat (19:30; cf 13:1).
The content of the report is found in C3.l-C3.15 and can be divided into two sections: C3.1-6 (salvation by Jesus) and C3.7-15 (revelation by Jesus)n. In these semi-cola Jesus very briefly refers to the past, what he has accomplished. This gives us in a nutshell the content of Jesus' mission, which also reflects what is expected of any disciple of Jesus who follows him in discipleship (cf 12:26). This part of Jesus' report can be seen as the attestation of his disciples and contains important information regarding the lives of the disciples which legitimize their appointment by Jesus to con tinue his divine inspired mission.
Semi-colon 3.3 mentions the men given to Jesus by his Father and the fact that they have been granted aiúviov by Jesus. They are the disciples present, who have accepted his words and believe in him as the one who came from God and was sent by God. He characterizes them as belonging to God and depicts them in contrast with the "world" . In semi cola 3.7-15 Jesus elaborates on the event of their salvation by describing how it was mediated through revelation. This then completes the revelatory-salvivic work of Jesus already referred to in semi-colon 3.5.
(b)
The return of the agent (17:9-16) At this particular point of the prayer (C3.16) Jesus switches from thoughts about the past (C3.1-15, report) to refer to the immediate situation of the disciples and himself of which we read in C 3.16-38: the return of Jesus, the agent of God, and the position of the disciples who remain in the world.
Semi-colon 3.17 introduces the theme of petition for the disciples. This marks the beginning of a new section which continues to the end of C3.34. This long passage is clearly divided into three parts. It lacks specific structure, except for the frequent occurrence of the /cm-particle (10 times). This particle («at) is not used to indicate succession of events, but rather to ensure the cohesion of Jesus' line of thought. A definite theologi cal structure is noted, which can be presented as follows: Is not of the world
The entire structure of this passage is determined by contrasts and parallelisms which revolve around the concept of protection'^. The phrase Tripriaov avTovq occurs three times (C3.24,25,33 with a variation of the verb)>3. The contrasts occur in semi-cola 3.21f, 3.27, 3.28f and 3.31f, and the parallelisms in semi-cola 3.24, 3.31, 3.34. The contrasts refer to the relationship between the disciples and the world, while the parallelisms refer to the relationship between the disciples and Jesus. In each of the parallelisms the adverb Kadwq is used to indicate the comparison'"*. Finally, a major contrast occurs regarding the physical (C3.21-29) and spiritual position (C3.30-34)'5 of the disciples in relation to the world. The disciples are in the world, but not from the world.
(c)
The appointment of the disciples as agents (17:17-19) We have now reached the climax of ch 17, following a historical build up to this point'®. Jesus is now ready to appoint his disciples as his "agents" to continue with the mission he started.
Block C (C3.35-38) has an important semantic structure which contributes to the interpretation of this block. The semantic combinations indicate a concentric theological structure''' which corresponds with a Christological interpretation instead of a missiological interpretation. A missiological interpretation emphasizes the aTBaTeiXag eig tov Koafiov aspect while the Christological interpretation emphasizes the parallelism {KaOCiq... Kayo)) with its missiological implications. The preference for a Christological interpretation is due to the strong Christological tendency throughout ch 17 and the close link of block C with block B which, consti tutes the background for block C. Semi-colon 3.38 also supports a Christo logical interpretation since the mission of the disciples must be interpreted from the perspective of the consecration of Jesus. This implies that the missiological theme of semi-colon 3.37, which is also the centripetal point of ch 17, must be interpreted from a Christological perspective.
Both Jesus and his disciples were sent into the world with a mission. The difference between Jesus and the disciples lies in the fact that Jesus, who himself was sent, sends them. According to Lenski's, "Jesus... carries the Father's mission to a certain point and then uses the disciples to carry it to completion. A certain part of the work is thus graciously transferred to the disciples" . Bultmann'' correctly refers to the ministry of the disciples as the continuation of the eschatological event which began in Jesus. In order to accomplish this, their mission must carry the same character and objectives as the mission of Jesus. Therefore Jesus compares their mission with his own. Here the FG regards the mission of the Son as almost comp leted, and the mission of the disciples as just about to begin^o. In this unit of the prayer Jesus turns his attention to the future, anticipating the success of the mission of the disciples mentioned in semi-colon 3.37. Jesus foresees a community on earth who continues with his mission. The previous cluster deals with the consecration (C3.35f) of the disciples as a necessary step in their mission; here we are dealing with the anticipated success to be accomplished through a united effort on the part of the disciples.
As Jesus continues to petition the Father on behalf of his disciples, he expands the circle to include those who would come to accept him through the preaching of the disciples. He prays for all believers to be one. "Unity" is the main theme in this block (B'). The unity between the Father and Jesus is one of the constant themes in the FG^'. This unity of the disciples is traced back to the unity of the Godhead. The unity between the Father and Son is the example for the unity between Jesus and the disciples and consequently for the unity between the disciples, which is here seen as an objective. The objective of this double petition for unity is that Jesus should be revealed to the world so that the world will believe that he was sent by the Father. Thus the unity has a revelatory-salvivic function.
(e) The revelation continues (17:24-26) This last cluster (I) returns to the theme of Jesus' mission. It is characterized by the repetition of several nuances of phrases and themes from cluster A^^ in particular. Until now this report emphasizes the need for the community that Jesus is leaving behind in the world to remain true to its nature as the eschatological community in order to fulfil its purpose in the world, which will result in the affirmation of Jesus' glory. Theologically: The disciples are the dominant actants in these blocks.
-KÓajíoq-. In block B the Koofioq is hostile towards the disciples. In block B' the disciples must witness to the líóa/io? in order for the /cóa^oc to come to faith in Jesus.
-fiV: In block B the disciples are not one with the world because they are not from the world. In block B' the disciples are one with Jesus. On the grounds of the close relationship between Jesus and his Father any report seems redundant. But because the Father is in him and he is in the Father (C 3.400, and even with the crucifixion still to come, Jesus can deliver this report. 10
The idea that Jesus has completed the work the Father has given him, occurs repeatedly in the FG (4:34; 5:36; 14:31). The same linguistic phrase (to epyov..Xva Toirjaco) is also found in 5:36. Apart from the statement in 13:31f (ó 6eóí é&oíác&T) é f avT^) there is no previous reference in the FG to the effect that Jesus has "glorified" the Father by his work on earth. It is on this previous reference that the petition that the Father may now glorify the Son depends. 11 aiúnog is not mentioned in cluster B because it links with C3.1-6 (17:1-5). C 3.7-I5 is an explanation of C3.4 and links directly with yíuúaKíjimv and ofiiii'ioc in C3.4 and indirectly with to spyov TfiXeiúaa? in C3.5, as the diagram indicates. A hb'oiabv aov tov víóf B Ó viog So^áaji C 3.7-C 3.ll C i) aiánog B' éyo) ere éSó (aaa C3.12-C3.15 
